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With the increasing popularity, many approached in sponsoring the havans, but only a few extras could be accommodated because the plan was to have only six couples to perform the havan. The prasad that was brought by the devotees was given to those present.

On Friday, Feb 26, at 9 PM, Mata Ki Chowki was held which concluded at mid-night.  Many were in attendance and they have enjoyed this joyous occasion on the eve of the Kumbhaabhishekam.

On Saturday, Feb 27, the final day for the Pavithra Uthsav, Kumbhaabhishekam was performed to the packed capacity of the Mandir – one estimate indicates in excess of 500 people.  We exceeded our expectation in that we had more than 108 Kalash sponsors and there were participants from Edmonton to Lethbridge.  With great planning, we included for sponsorship members and non-members, youth and seniors and Hindus from all regions of India and its diasporas.   Many children were in attendance and it was amazing to note that they were also involved in the poojas; a testament to the Panditji, accompanied by other Pandits, whose recitation of Veda mantras and Sukhtas made them listen. All poojas were done according to the mahurthas; hence, timings were followed   The founders of the Hindu Society of Calgary, Messrs. Brij Sood, Ravi Sharma and Surinder Bhandari  spoke to the audience. The Chairman of the BOT, Mr. Pratap Varshney also spoke and introduced Prem Dave, Chairman of the Building Extension Committee, to speak on the expansion plans for tbe Mandir.  This was followed by the vote of thanks and aarti.  The Preeti Bhoj was unique in that there were regional dishes from India including items from different part of India.

Many people were appreciative of all the arrangements and some have sent written compliments for a job well done.  This whole Pavitra Uthsav was very unique and never was such a religious event of this magnitude undertaken by the Society.  My heartfelt thanks to all the sponsors and volunteers who made it happen.  In particular, I would like to recognize the efforts of these team leads: Mayura Rangyyan for heading the entire operation of pooja arrangements, preparing and changing deities temporary clothes and for changing into the beautiful purple dresses for all the deities after the ceremony; Lata Mehta and Vinita Uppal for heading the decoration committee; Sanjiv Dave for undertaking the Preeti bhoj preparations, Sujatha Meda and Ratna Mahadev for preparing the unique sweet of Badusha and  Meera Murli for her relentless service in all aspects of the Pavitra Uthsav.

 On the night of the Kumbhaabhishekam, Sri Sathyanaraya Pooja was performed again to the full complement of the sponsors.  Approximately 200 people were in attendance, a well attended Pooja given that the entire morning was consumed for many who attended the Kumbhaabhishekam; again exceeded our expectation.  Bountiful Prasad was brought in by the devotees and it was distributed to those present.

A cultural program from 4:30 PM to 6:00 PM also took place in the basement.  Messrs. Urvashi Sabharwal and Usha Pattabhiraman brought their students and gave a wonderful performance.  Nearly 100 people were in attendance for the program.  Hurray to the children and to the organizers for making function as a part of the Pavitra Uthsav.  I also thank Subash Kalia for arranging samosas and tea as refreshments.

The concept of Pavitra Uthsav is so new and not many were familiar with it.  The entire program was conceived and developed during 2009 Christmas holidays and implementation started  on January 9, 2010.  While the going was slow, the idea caught on briskly towards the start of the Utsav.  We had to turn away some of the sponsors because of the significant amount of preparation that  was required for each day of the Pavitra Uthsav and could not beaccommodated at the last minute..  My apologies to them.  By the same token, it is apparent, that new programs do require reasonable amount of communication and when executed properly, we can bring Hindus across differing beliefs under one roof to participate in the events.

 Holi Mela was celebrated on March 7, 2010.   More details in the next newsletter.
CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

PRATAP VARSHNEY, Chairman BOT

Hari-om and Namastey to you all. 

Happy Holi to all, and hope that you were able to celebrate with some colorful gulal/colors! We will be celebrating Holi-Mela on March 7th at the Mandir so plan to come and join this colourful event. Holi reminds us of harmony among our friends and relatives. March is a very important month. Besides Holi, we have other festivals like Navratri, Durga Ashtami, Ram Navmi, and Hanuman Jayanti. Recently we had a very successful Pavitrotsav celebration. Everybody who came to participate in the Pavitrotsav not only felt the vibration of Mantras that were chanted, but also helped in raising funds for the Society. Our Panditji, Shri Shridharji did an excellent job of pooja etc., and every devotee felt the inner strength and the vibes, and of course witnessing this event was a great experience.
On a separate note, March is the end of our Society’s operational year.  Therefore Annual General Meeting (AGM) and election for the new executive committee and trustees also normally take place in March every year. This year our AGM is set for 21st of March.  I would encourage all members of the Society to come and attend. We need new people to come forward to serve on the Executive Committee. This will be an opportunity to serve your Society. I know lots of people like to work in the society as volunteers. Working as an executive team member is also  volunteer work and a way to serve the Society. The last day for nomination is March 7th, 2PM. Please submit your nomination to the Nomination Committee headed by Mr. Inder Garg.
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MAJOR EVENTS IN March:


Tuesday 16 – Wednesday 24 – Vasantha Navrathri


Every evening from 7 PM there will be chanting of 3 chapters from Durga Saptashati followed by puja and aarti.  Those who wish to sponsor may contact Office at 403-251-2991 or VP Religion at 403-239-7380.


Saturday 20 – 5 PM onwards, chanting of all 13 chapters of Durga Saptashati followed by Havan, puja, Maata ki Jaagran and aarti.


Sunday, March 21 – AGM/Elections from 11:30 AM onwards.


Tuesday, March 23 – Akand Ramayan Paat starting at 10 AM and finishing on Wednesday, March 24 at 10 AM followed by Ram Navmi celebrations and priti bhoj.


Tuesday, March 30 -  Hanuman Jayanti celebrations from 4:30 PM onwards with reading of Sunder Kaand, followed by chanting of Hanuman Chalisa 11 times, abhishek, puja, aarti and priti bhoj. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE


Dr. Ravindranath Meda


                                                                                                           


Mahashivaratri (Feb 12 -13, 2010


I am very glad to report to you that we witnessed an overwhelming attendance of devotees to the temple on the Mahashivaratri Day.  The temple was open between 7 AM on Friday and closed at 5 AM on Saturday for a total of 22 hours. Over 1,200 people have witnessed various poojas and Rudraabhisheks and it was quite busy even after mid-night.  What is more exciting is that there were over 50 people in attendance at the closure time.  Many positive comments were received in terms of the nice decoration of the deities that were draped in beautiful red color dresses adorned with colourful garlands, and also for the arrangements that made the people to move around in an orderly way.  In between Rubdraabhishekams, bhajans and kirtans were chanted which co-ordinated very well for the occasion.   Kudos to Religious Committee and to the other volunteers that made this happen.  We estimate that $10,000 in donations and aarti money was received after expenses.  Thank you very much for participating.


 Pavithra Uthsav (Feb 21-27, 2010)


Pavithra Uthsav began on Sunday, Feb 21, 2010 at 12:15 PM with the Ankurarpan pooja where the seeding ceremony took place to the chanting of Vedic mantras and Sukhtas. That very evening at 7 PM, Sri Vishnu Gayatri Havan was performed to the full complement of the Havan sponsors.  Similarly, on the following five days, Sri Mruthanjaya havan, Sri Hanuman Gaytri havan, Parivar havan, Sri Rama Gayatri havan and Durga Sapthasathi havans were performed with each day ever increasing number of devotees witnessing these special havans.  The number of devotees ranged from 40 to 90 depending upon the day.  The attendance spoke for the increased interest in the membership in having various programs that met their needs who have varying worship practices and preferences.  


















































Seniors are the most important part of our Society we had a senior’s dinner few days ago and it was well attended. Our seniors, regardless whether they are members of the Society or not, are an integral part of the Society. Hence, they are always welcomed and encouraged to participate in all activities of the Society.


 March is a busy month for everybody as Calgary’s winter is just about to finish and spring is just around the corner and we start thinking about outdoor activities. Enjoy your spring and on behalf of the Board of Trustees, I wish everyone a happy and safe spring. 





HINDU VIDYALAYA NEWS


Brijesh Mangal, Principal





Namastey,


We had a busy month at the Hindu Vidyalaya. Teachers are finishing up the portions for the year. In a few weeks time, revision will start in Hindi as part of the preparation for the Final Exam towards the end of April. All children and parents are encouraged to put in additional work and study well for Hindi and Dharam exams. HV had HVEC a meeting this month. Various updates related to progress of HV were presented to committee.





Hindu Vidyalaya is accepting pre-registration for new session 2010-2011. Please contact HV office for details. HV office is open 10-1pm Sundays.For more information on the Hindu Vidyalaya, please contact the HV Principal Mr. Brijesh Mangal on 403-568-9716 or check our website at www.calgarymandir.com
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