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All these activities are performed in accordance with the “Agama Shastra” of our Vedas. Please see the brochures for details on each of the above activities.  

The sponsorship for the havans and for the Kalash Pooja is fast filling-up, so if you want to be a sponsor act quickly as it is open to all Hindus whether they are members or not.  This Pavitra Uthsav happens once in 12 years and we are fortune to have it this year for the first time since the initial Prathistastapana happened in August 1991.  The sponsorship is $101 for havans and $111 for Kalash Pooja, and  tax receipt will be given for both.

The Executive is looking for sponsorship of the “Preeti Bhoj” on Saturday, February 27th  and we look forward your support.

The concluding part of the Kumbhaabhishekam will consist of the Sri Sathyanaryana Vrata / Pooja in the evening of Saturday, Feb 27.

Holi: While the actual Holi falls on Sunday, Feb 28, the Executive team decided to have the Holi Mela on the following Sunday, March 6 because of the “Pavitra Uthsav” celebration which will conclude the night before Holi.

You are all invited to participate in all the above functions whether you are a sponsor or not.  Looking forward to your involvement and Dhanyavaad.
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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

Pratap Varshney
Hari-om and Namastey to you all. 

Non profit organizations like ours totally depend on the volunteers for their day to day work. Volunteers are the life line for these organizations. Volunteering is the practice of people working on behalf of others without being motivated by financial or material gain. Volunteering is considered an altruistic activity, intended to promote good or improve human quality of life. In the Month of February we are honouring our volunteers by appreciating them in a special function, which will be held on February 6th,. In our Society there are about 120-150 active volunteers who are part of various activities, programs, committees, and off-course are the office bearers.

WHO ARE VOLUNTEERS

Can anybody be or act as volunteer? Yes! Everyone has certain characteristics that make them a good volunteer. 

A volunteer shows the following qualities

· Understands his or hers responsibility and accountability

· Shows willingness to cooperate

· Know their boundaries and limits

· Does not meddle in others affairs

· Is fair and equitable  to all

· Does not handle personal matter while doing volunteerism

· Does not use foul language, and is courteous to others

WHY PEOPLE VOLUNTEER

There are few advantages which attract people to volunteer and in  general there are three major benefits of volunteering
1) Economic benefits to the Society: Activities taken by volunteers that would otherwise have to be funded by other means, so volunteering adds to the overall economic output of an organization.
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MAJOR EVENTS IN FEBRUARY:


Friday 12 :  MAHA SHIVRATRI


Sunday 21-Saturday 27:  PAVITHRA UTSAV – Havans and pujas.


FUTURE EVENTS IN MARCH:


Sunday, March 7: HOLI MELA


Sunday, March 21:  AGM AND ELECTIONS





For more details check flyers and website: www.calgarymandir.ca
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE


Ravindranath Meda


 � In January, the Hindu Society of Calgary celebrated Lohri with a havan on the 13th and Basant Panchami was a celebrated on Sunday, 24th with a havan, Saraswathi Pooja and abhishek by the students of the Hindu Vidyalaya.  Both events were well attended.  The highlight was the excellent kirtans and bhajans rendered by the HV students.  


�The Society will be observing the Maha Shivaratri on Friday the February 12.  Mandir will be open throughout the day.  Up to 5 PM personal poojas will be performed in the main hall.  From 6 PM onwards the main events of Rudraabhishek and poojas will be conducted in the main hall and personal pujas and abhishek will be performed in the side multi-culture hall.  Four Rudraabhishek pujas will be done; the first one at 6 PM, second one at 9 PM, third one at mid-night and the fourth one at 3 AM.  Each Rudhraabhishekam takes about 1 ½ hours.  Until the next Rudraabhishek, kirtans, bhajans and other religious activities are planned.  The final aarati will be around 5 AM.  Please contact Mrs. Shika Sen at 281-6166 or the Office  at 291-2551 if you wish to sing kirtans, bhajans etc. on this auspicious day.





The other major event that the Society has undertaken is the “Pavitra Uthsav” which is a weeklong event of havans and the Kumbhaabhishekam.  Every evening beginning Sunday, Feb. 21, different havans are performed from 7 PM to 8:30 PM.  On Friday, Feb 26 there will also be “Mata-Ki-Chowki” starting at  PM and concluding at mid-night.  The finale will be on Saturday, Feb. 27 when there will be 108 + 3 Kalash Poojas, Moola Mantra Havan and final abhishek for all the deities.  





















































Social benefits: Volunteering helps to build more cohesive communities, fostering greater trust between members of the Society and developing norms of solidarity and reciprocity that are essential to a stable society.


Individual Benefits: People who are involved with volunteering sense personal pride that they are performing service to God and community which gives them a feeling of satisfaction.





In addition to this there is further development and higher level of volunteerism which require greater experience and qualities which make  them a professional volunteer and leader. A leader shows following qualities which he or she gains throughout the practice of volunteering. 





Inspires you to take pride in yourself and your work


Motivates you to raise your standards, values, and expectations


Understands the importance of being professional


Is Pro-active


Promotes respect, loyalty, teamwork, discipline, integrity, and trust


Provides and establishes trend for future volunteers and set examples to others





We are lucky to have good number of volunteers in our Society, who are working very hard with their “Tan, Man and Dhan”. Without those volunteers we would not have achieved what mile stone we are at today. Thank you and congratulation to all volunteers of our Society, we are proud of you. And on behalf of the BOT, we appreciate your hard work and on your contribution to the society.   Bhagvan bless everybody.
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